“The Del-Haven Vision”

“Without vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18)
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“Then He took a little child and set him in the midst oféim. And when He had taken him in
His arms, He said to them: ‘Whoever receives one of thH@e children in my name receives
me; and whoever receives me, receives not me, but Hiro sémt me. "mk.9:36-37

When we examine Mark’s context wherein this passage of spture is contained we see
that it immediately follows another prediction of the Lord concerning His betrayal into the
hands of men and their execution of Him. Vs.31 tells dsor He taught His disciples and
said to them, The Son of man is being betrayed into the handaeri, and they will kill Him.
And after He is killed, He will rise the third day.Vs.32 goes on to inform us that the disci-
ples did not understand this saying, and that they were ahid to ask Him about it. Luke’s
rendering of this same event in Lk.9:45 describes things ihiway: “But they did not under-
stand this saying, and it was hidddrom them so that they did not perceivé. i his related
text teaches us the relevance of the work of God in regards anyone’s understanding what
His word means. He must not only teach us, but also reveal tis its meaning to our under-
standings.

Perhaps one reason that made it so difficult for them to gisp what Jesus told them was the
frame of reference in which He spoke of Himself. For Hepoke to them of Himself in the
third person, and He also indicated that what was going to ulhately and tragically take
place concerning Himself as the Son of man was already in pra&seof happening! This left
the disciples totally speechless.

It is from this vantage point that the Lord a little later on -- a little further down the road --
inquired of them what it was that they disputed on among theselves while on the road.
This, too, they did not really want to talk to Him about becaus they had been arguing
among themselves as to which one of them would be the greatest

This is when the loving Lord, it says, sat down and calledhé twelve to Him and told them
how it really is within the community that surrounds Him. He told them (and us)If any-
one desires to be first, he shall be last of all and serrall”. It's as simple as that! Motives
and aspirations for personal greatness where our Lord is caerned are a sure and certain
destiny for personal disaster. It is at this point He demnstrates with utmost clarity what it
is that He means by taking up into His arms a little boy an@nnouncing the profound sub-
stance of vs.37 (see above).

This verse repeats four times the word feceives” The meaning of this word involves a wel-
comed reception of something with a purpose to appropriate vét is received into one’s
life. And Jesus, in essence, rebukes the arrogant conceftthe disciples by saying that re-
ceiving the humility, meekness and trustfulness of a ligt child is the same as receiving, not
only Him, but the Father who sent Him as well. How approprate this is in a ministry that

is specifically geared toward children. P 0 )
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Annual Glory of Christ Bible Conference

Do not forget that our Glory of Christ Bible Conference willtake place June 16-18 at the
Summit Woods Baptist Church in Lee’s Summit. The meetigs will be Thurs. and Fri. eve
nings at 6:30 and 8:00 PM (with breaks and snacks) and then $atlay morning at 8:00
(with breakfast) and then at 9:15 and 10:30. This will b rich time in fellowship and the
preaching of the Word. So don’t miss out! Plan to be there.

Saturday Work Days

This last month was marked with some special evidencesair Lord’s direct involvement
in sustaining the ministry here at camp Del-Haven. On onef our Saturday workdays we
were blessed with two different church groups that cameut at the same time to help get
the campground ready for camp. | remember that morning very vell because | had a pas-
tor's fellowship breakfast to get to and as | approached therest of the hill that leads off
the camp ground | had to wait for at least a dozen or more piakp trucks that were coming
onto the camp. As | made my way down the road to my appointmethtvas joyfully prais-
ing God for His hearing and answering our prayers.

We were assisted by the men of New Summit Presbyterian Gith of Lee’s Summit, MO
and a group of men (for the first time) from the Woods ChapeUnited Methodist Church
of the same area. These men literally spread out in everyrdction and tackled the various
and sundry tasks that we needed to get done in order to hagamp. In that one day, with
the help of these two church groups, there was accomplisth at least a month’s work that
we, by ourselves, could have done. Praise the Savior!

The pictures below will give you some idea as to what went @ut here that special day.
The fellow in the hole is Gary Glen, one of our new frieths from the Woods Chapel group.
He is a cabinetmaker by trade, but was willing and able to tade the plumbing task of
hooking up our water lines to the rest rooms. He did a gregbb! Please remember to pray
and thank the Lord for Gary and all the men that came out hee to help us. May the Lord
richly bless each and every one of them.
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“Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord! Praise Himervants of the Lordbs.135:1



